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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 GFR 1.704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schlarb et al. 
(US 6,664,984 B2) in further view of Blonstein et al. (US 6,41 1,308 Bl). 

As to claim 1, note the Schlarb et al. reference that discloses a method and system for 
identification of pay-per-view programming wherein "[t]he subscriber, depending on the 
subscriber television system, can scroll up or down through the hundreds of channels and 
forwards or backwards through several days or weeks of program information" (column 1, lines 
59-62). The claimed "displaying on a display device a time line" is met by time blocks 106 
displaying program for 5:00 pm, 5:30 pm, and 6:00 pm as illustrated in Figures 1-4. 
The claimed "delineating times and days in the future from a current day and time" is met by the 
time block timeline 106 and date display of 102 (see Figure 1). 

Also note the time span of several days or weeks of program information as cited above. 
However, the Schlarb et al. reference is silent as to forwards and backwards time navigation 
using a slidable notched time line. Now note the Blonstein et al. reference that discloses a 
television graphical user interface having variable channel control bars. 
The claimed time line having notches to which a marker can be slidably moved" is met by the 
Blonstein et al. direct access bar wherein the access bar comprises scale marks/values 
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representing relative positions along the slidable scale (see Figure 6, direct access bar 810). Note 
the Blonstein et al. reference discloses clicking on an area of the direct access bar with a pointing 
device resulting in the display changing to the selected area of values corresponding to the 
selected portion of the selected direct access bar portion (column 11, lines 21-34). 
Therefore, thee examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the Schlarb et al. timeline forwards and 
backwards navigation with the Blonstein et al. direct access bar for the purpose of allowing 
efficient and faster access of programs at different times in the timeline without requiring the 
scroll through each time slot between that of the present and desired time slots. The claimed 
"slidably moving the marker to a notch delineating a desired day and time in the future, thereby 
causing to be displayed in a time window displayed on the display device a time period 
displaying indicia for programs to be broadcast during the time period on said desired day and 
time" is met by the Schlarb et al. and Blonstein et al. combination as described above wherein a 
user may navigate a timeline using a direct access bar. 

As to claim 2, the claimed "wherein the notches delineate time that are hours, days, 
weeks" is met by programming guide containing data for several days or weeks of program 
information (Schlarb 1:61-62). However, the Schlarb et al reference does not specifically 
disclose months of programming information. Nevertheless, the examiner gives Official Notice 
that it is notoriously well known to provide schedule information far into the future, such as 
months, for the purpose of allowing a user to identify a greater amount of programming, to better 
plan for viewing or recording of desired programming. Therefore, the examiner submits that it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify the Schlarb et al. several weeks of programming accordingly for the above stated 
advantage. 

As to claim 3, the claimed "further comprising the step of moving the time window to 
view desired program indicia" is met by time window of 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm as illustrated in 
Figure 3 wherein a user may navigate forwards and backwards in time as designated by the 
arrows surrounding time block 5:00 pm (also see Schlarb et al.; column 1, lines 60-63). 

As to claim 4, the claimed "further comprising the step of moving the time window in 
one-half hour increments" is met by that discussed in the rejection of claim 3 wherein the 
illustrated time window is divided into 30 minute increments. 

As to claim 5, the claimed "wherein the marker can be selectively moved forward and 
backward in time" is met by that discussed in claim 1, wherein the user may move forwards or 
backwards through several days or weeks of program information. 

As to claim 6, the claimed "wherein the marker can be selectively moved backwards in 
time to display indicia for programs that were already broadcast" is met by a user may move 
forwards or backwards through several days or weeks of program information (column 1, lines 
60-63). 

As to claim 7, the claimed "wherein the method is implemented using a remote control 
device." Note the Schlarb et al. reference discloses an electronic program guide for user 
navigation of scheduled programming, see Figures 1-4 (column 1, lines 54-64). However, the 
Schlarb et al. reference is silent as to user navigation via a remote control device. Nevertheless 
the examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art to use remote 
control devices when navigating electronic program guides for the purpose of allowing the user 
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convenient control and access of programming at a comfortable distance from the television set. 
Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the Schlarb et al electronic program guide 
navigation accordingly for the above stated advantages. 

As to claim 8, note the Schlarb et al. reference that discloses a method and system for 
identification of pay-per-view programming wherein "[t]he subscriber, depending on the 
subscriber television system, can scroll up or down through the hundreds of channels and 
forwards or backwards through several days or weeks of program information" (column 1, lines 
59-62). The claimed "displaying on a display device a time line" is met by time blocks 106 
displaying program for 5:00 pm, 5:30 pm, and 6:00 pm as illustrated in Figures 1-4. 
The claimed "delineating times and days in the future from a current day and time" is met by the 
time block timeline 106 and date display of 102 (see Figure 1). The claimed displaying on a 
display device a time window defining a first time period on the current day, wherein the time 
window displays indicia for programs broadcast during the first time period of the current day" is 
met by time blocks 106 displaying program for 5:00 pm, 5:30 pm, and 6:00 pm as illustrated in 
Figures 1-4 wherein the program guide display program information for time frames for future, 
current, and past times (column 1, lines 54-65). Also note the time span of several days or weeks 
of program information as cited above. However, the Schlarb et al. reference is silent as to 
forwards and backwards time navigation using a slidable notched time line. Now note the 
Blonstein et al reference that discloses a television graphical user interface having variable 
channel control bars. The claimed time line having notches to which a marker can be slidably 
moved" is met by the Blonstein et al. direct access bar wherein the access bar comprises scale 



Application/Control Number: 09/752,700 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

marks/values representing relative positions along the slidable scale (see Figure 6, direct access 
bar 810). Note the Blonstein et al. reference discloses clicking on an area of the direct access bar 
with a pointing device resulting in the display changing to the selected area of values 
corresponding to the selected portion of the selected direct access bar portion (column 1 1 , lines 
21-34). Therefore, thee examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Schlarb et al. timeline forwards 
and backwards navigation with the Blonstein et al direct access bar for the purpose of allowing 
efficient and faster access of programs at different times in the timeline without requiring the 
user to scroll through each time slot between that of the present and desired time slots. The 
claimed "slidably moving the marker to a notch delineating a desired day and time in the future, 
thereby causing to be displayed in the time window a second time period displaying indicia for 
programs to be broadcast during the second time period on said desired day and time" is met by 
the Schlarb et al. and Blonstein et al. combination as described above.. 

As to claim 9, the claimed "wherein the second time period is for a period of time on a 
different day than the first time period" is met by user capable of navigating forwards through 
several days or weeks of program information (column 1, lines 60-62). 

As to claim 10, the claimed "wherein the second time period overlaps the first time 
period" is met by time window of 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm as illustrated in Figure 3 wherein a user 
may navigate forwards and backwards in time as designated by the arrows surrounding time 
block 5:00 pm (also see Schlarb et al; column 1, lines 60-63) wherein the illustrated time 
window is divided into 30 minute increments. Note that by incrementing the time frame by 30 
minutes, the new time frame overlaps that of the previous time frame. 
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As to claim 1 1, the claimed "wherein the first and second time periods are successive 
time periods" is met by that discussed in the rejection of claim 8 wherein a user may access any 
time frame of program guide information which inherently includes successive time periods. 

As to claims 12-17, please see rejections of claims 1, 2, 4-7 respectively. 

As to claims 18-21, please see rejections of claims 1-11 respectively. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The Rauch et al. reference (US 5,731,844) discloses a television scheduling system for 
displaying a grid representing scheduled layout and selecting a programming parameter for 
display of recording. 

The Sullivan reference (US 6,549,929 Bl) discloses intelligent scheduled recording and 
program reminders for recurring events. 

The Chapuis reference (US 6,424,361 Bl) discloses a method of navigating in a graphical 
user interface and device for implementing the same. 

The Schein et al. reference (US 2002/0059599 Al) discloses interactive computer system 
for providing television schedule information. 

The Noble reference (US 2002/0188944 Al) discloses a daypart based navigation 
paradigm. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johnny Ma whose telephone number is (703) 305-8099. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (703) 305-4795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



